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OLD ISSUES STILL PENDING

1. SPEEDING.  PLEASE  S  L  O  W DOWN!  Please be aware that we do have children in the neigborhood and the speed limit is 15 mph.  This continues to be a serious problem with the neighborhood.

2. Parking.  A BIG Thank you to everyone obeying the road laws in our Development.  There have been some changes with neighbors using their driveways.  (This is a plus, especially for children.)  Everyone needs to be parking in their driveways.  There has been a concern about residents parking on West Walnut and Lantana.  The two main streets that are dangerous to park on.  When you drive down West Walnut and top over the hill, drivers cannot see cars approaching because of the cars parked on the right side of the street.  Also, we have had some complaints about residents parking on both sides of the street next to each other and it makes it hard for cars to pass through.  Again, this is for West Walnut and Lantana.  Please use your driveways and do not park on the main streets to avoid accidents. 

3. Kids are also advised to ride your bikes on sidewalks and roads, no yards, please.  We know you can’t keep an eye on your kids at all times, but do discuss this with them, it is becoming a problem with residents trying to grow grass and kids ride bikes through their yards.

4. Scoop the Poop/Leashing Your Pets.  Please be considerate of your neighbors and walk your dogs in common areas.  Otherwise, scoop your dog’s poop.  There are also concerns now with people not leashing your pets.  

5. Homeowner’s Dues.  Dues are not an option!!!!!  They are due quarterly and need to be paid on time.  If you are delinquent, it will result in a lien against your house.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

New Issues

Our last homeowners meeting was held on Thursday, August 31st, 2000.  It was a great turn out.  The following were some topics brought to our attention in the neighborhood.  

1.
Budget for 2000.  Why do we pay dues, where is our money going, how come everyone is getting concerned about what the HOA is doing with the dues.  Why aren’t some homeowners paying their dues.  What can we do about taking the homeowners not paying their dues to small claims court.  These are just some of the questions asked at the meeting.  We will be looking into what can and can’t be done and will present these issues at the next meeting.  

2.
Playground/Swimming Pools.  Several homeowners have inquired about getting a playground and/or pool for the neighborhood.  First, let me address that in order to get a pool in our neighborhood, all the homeowners will need to purchase one lot with the price of a house on it in order to provide the pool and playground.  This is probably a dead issue going forward.

3.
Street Lights.  Hold on to your seats, this one is lengthy.  First of all the question was how are we going to get the new street lights.  (Here are some quotes from the meeting . . .)  Several people made comments regarding the first phase not having to participate because they happen to be at the right place at the right time when they ordered their lights.  Some others said that it is a neighborhood/community thing, regardless of what the first phase paid.  Some suggested that we take our extra funds from the homeowners dues and pay for the completion of the lights, boy that got the first phase rowled up again.  We are still considering the city street lights that will not cost us anything, but some of the new homeowners would like to have the decorative lights.  So far we have been quoted from Duke Power that the same type of lights will costs $319 as of the date of the meeting.  As of today’s date, Alice was quoted that the lights have increased to $567.42 plus a 3% tax through the City of Mt. Holly.  Right now with only putting them in the cul-de-sacs on Lantana and specifically on Lantana itself, would cost approximately $____ per household in stead of $90 that was previously quoted.  But you have to take into consideration that is if everyone pays their part.  I contacted Duke Power and they will install the decorative lights for $13.00 per light per month not including for the service of the lights.

4. Town Council Meeting.  Alice attended the City Council Meeting and discussed the issues with speed limit signs in our neighborhood.  She said that they are going to try and get Mulvaney to put in the speed limit signs.  There was no response regarding the police patroling our neighborhood.  You can contact the City Council through email at www.ci.mount-holly.nc.us
5. A Big Thank You to who ever it was that cut down the limbs off of the tree at the front entrance.  

************************************

PARTY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Pampered Chef Party contact Mrs. Hough at (704) 827-6922. 

GREENHOUSE TIPS:  By Jim Sisk

Fall Planting.  Fall is an optional time to move around those bushes and trees you have been thinking about.  It is also a great time for planting new trees and perennials.  Don’t be worried about frost or cool temperature for this because many plants, although dormant, still grow their roots during fall and winter.  Some general tips for transplanting or setting in new plants:

1. Dig a generous hole twice the size of the root ball.  For instance, if you buy a tree in a container that’s one foot in diameter, then you would want to dig a two-foot diameter hole.  The depth of the hole should be slightly deeper than the root ball.

2. When placing the root ball in the hole, make sure the top of the root ball’s soil is even with or slightly higher than the surrounding soil.  This prevents the plant from being set in too deep.  A slight height (mound of the soil) is better to help drain water away from the plant.

3. “Tickle” the roots in the container plant’s root ball to release the smaller feeder roots.  This can be done by gently brushing the root ball and breaking up some of the compacted soil.  But, be sparing so that the roots aren’t fully exposed which may make them dry out.

4. It is not always necessary to fertilize when planting, but if you do then a higher potassium number in the fertilizer will help promote good root growth.  There are some starter and transplanting fertilizer available at Mt. Holly Farm Supply and Southern States (off US 321 just north of I-85).

5. Even though it’s cool at night, transplanted or newly planted trees and shrubs still need watering to help promote growth.  Be careful not to over-water so that root rot does not occur.

Fall Pruning of Red Maples

Most of us in Runnymeade have red maples planted by the contractor. These are great shade trees (at least they will be in another 10 years), but there’s some tips to make them work well.  First, they should be pruned when the sap is not running.  This means avoid late fall and winter.  Prune them now or just before the last frost in the Spring (April 5th).  Second, these trees need to be watered year round.  A watering ring around the trunk is ideal.  Third, to make the tops grow lush and the trunk to look clean, remove the suckers with a sharp knife (small stems growing out of the trunk between the ground and under the bottom main branches).  Never crop a tree (cutting the tops off).  Your maples will also benefit from a shot of fertilizer in early spring.

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

July

Betty Martin   124 Brookstone Dr.

Ken & Lori Bullard   120 Brookstone Dr.

Daniel & Melissa Brown  112 Brookstone Dr.

Terry & Crystal Gouge  113 Brookstone Dr.

Sean Dutton & Angela Ebert 117 Brookstone Dr.

Timothy & Jennifer Priest  109 Brookstone Dr.

August

Scott & Jane Owens  121 Clairwood Road

Tim & Karen Deaver  133 Brookstone Dr.

Joy Setzer  128 Lantana Drive

Stacey & Renee Barrett  104 Brookstone Dr.

Mark & Rebecca Cole  140 Brookstone Dr.

Tommy & Catherine Balentine 124 Sella Ridge Dr.

Glennon & Jennifer Riccio 117 Sella Ridge Dr.

September

Darren & Dana Sorrels  121 Brookstone Dr.

Terrence & Karen Sanders  144 Brookstone Dr.

If you are interested in giving advice, yard sale information, local activities and you want them in the Newsletter, please feel free to give me a call at (704) 827-0760.

Activities

TRICK or TREATERS!

All the children had great costumes this year.  Everyone was pleasant and I believe, enjoyed themselves.  

PARTY

Jewelry Party at Holly Dodd’s House!

November __ from 6:00 p.m. til 8:00 p.m.  Great ideas for Holiday gifts.

Christmas Party!!!

We are planning to have some type of Christmas party for all the families to get together and mingle.  

FOR SALE:

Bengal Cat for sale.  Spots, spots and more spots.  Two year old female very loving, good with children.  $250 or best offer.  Contact Robin at (704) 735-0165.

Horse Trailer (two horse bumper pull) Red in color.  In good condition.  $1500 or best offer.  Call Robin at the same number above.








