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OLD ISSUES STILL PENDING

1. SPEEDING.  PLEASE  S  L  O  W DOWN!  Please be aware that we do have children in the neigborhood and the speed limit is 15 mph.  This is a serious problem with the neighborhood.

2. Parking.  A BIG Thank you to everyone obeying the road laws in our Development.  There have been some changes with neighbors using their driveways.  (This is a plus, especially for children.)  Everyone needs to be parking in their driveways.  There has been a concern about residents parking on West Walnut and Lantana.  The two main streets that are dangerous to park on.  When you drive down West Walnut and top over the hill, drivers cannot see cars approaching because of the cars parked on the right side of the street.  Also, we have had some complaints about residents parking on both sides of the street next to each other and it makes it hard for cars to pass through.  Again, this is for West Walnut and Lantana.  Please use your driveways and do not park on the main streets to avoid accidents. 

3. Basketball Goals.  Portable Basketball Goals “PBG’s” are permitted but need to be removed from the street at night. Once your child is finished playing, put the PBG’s away.  

4. Kids are also advised to ride your bikes on sidewalks and roads, no yards, please.  We know you can’t keep an eye on your kids at all times, but do discuss this with them, it is becoming a problem with residents trying to grow grass and kids ride bikes through their yards.

5. Scoop the Poop.  Please be considerate of your neighbors and walk your dogs in common areas.  Otherwise, scoop your dog’s poop.

6. Homeowner’s Dues.  Dues are not an option!!!!!  They are due quarterly and need to be paid on time.  If you are delinquent, it will result in a lien against your house.  Please contact any board member if you are not sure if you are in good standing.

New Issues

NEXT HOMEOWNERS MEETING will be in July/August.  We will be sending a card around announcing the date.  Please try to attend these meetings and voice your opinion on what goes on in the neighborhood.  These are informative meetings regarding such things as  . . . . “Getting Lights”, “Playground” etc.  If we vote on getting lights and paying for them with the homeowner’s dues, wouldn’t you want to have a say so?  Please try to make it to the meetings.

************************************

New BABY Arrivals

Congratulations Clint and Debra Parker at 133 West Walnut Avenue.  Proud parents of a baby boy.

Name:    Paxton Tyler Parker

Born:      06-14-00

Weight:  8 lbs. 12 oz.

Congratulations to Chris and Lisa Crummie at 145 West Walnut Avenue.  Proud parents of a baby girl.

Name:     Katlyn Taylor Crummie

Born:       06-16-00

Weight:   6 lbs. 6 oz.

************************************

A copy of the 1999 Budget is attached to this newsletter for you review.

PARTY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

If you have not attended a Pampered Chef party and would like to host one, give Mrs. Hough a call at (704) 827-6922.  She is a representative in the neighborhood and would be more than happy to host a party in your new home.

YARD OF THE MONTH

We want to congratulate last year’s winners on Yard of the Month and they are:

1999

Daniel Durham – 153 W. Walnut

David Bishop – 120 S. Tanninger 

Roy Ussery – 169 W. Walnut

The Stillwell’s – 109 Mulberry

2000

March Winner

Brent Patton – 149 Lantana

April Winner

Pat Murphy – 161 Walnut

May Winner

Mike Multa – 188 Walnut

June Winner

Darrell Griffin - 145 Lantana

Common Sense Section!!!!

4th of July

If by chance, you set off some fireworks for the 4th please pick up the mess you left behind if you haven’t done so already.  Thanks.

Also, there have been some issues with animals not being leashed.   There is a leash law and not everyone loves to be around dogs, cats, etc.  If you let you dog, cat, etc. out to use the restroom, keep your dog, cat, etc. out of other yards.

GREENHOUSE TIPS:  

For those of us who do not have a greenthumb, the following is a list of annuals, perennials and shrubs for your garden.  

Perennials (come back every year)

Flowering:  Columbine, poppies, carnations, corabell, verbena, butterfly bush, foxglove, dragons blood sedum, creeping phlox, salvia, veronica, shasta daisy, monkey grass,

Annuals (replace every year)

Flowering:  marigolds, begonias, petunias, impatience, salvia, vinca, sundials, red hot fire pokers, cosmos, salvia,  

Shrubs

Flowering: Jasmine, butterfly bush, azaleas, monkey grass, hosta, burning bush, mandevilla, roses, clematis vine, gardenia bushes

Good Dirt/Bad Dirt

If it seems like your lawn just isn’t going anywhere but downhill, it may be true, in part, to poor soil.  Aside from weeds, drought, and scantily spread seed, many lawns cannot get established because the soil is not right for growing.  Here in Runnymeade, most lots have too much clay content that hardens when dry.  This soil condition can be corrected with few actions.  

1.
Amendments such as dark topsoil or sand (with a low alkaline content) can help keep the surface porous.  These amendments should be worked in with a tiller to a six-inch depth if possible.  Several local landscapers or nurseries can give you quotes on costs and quantities of amendments you may need.  

2.
Second, consider core aeration (plugging) in late September to loosen up the surface and allow nutrients to get to the roots.  

3.
Remember to water deeply by soaking (as opposed to short wetting which does not allow the roots to get established deep enough to withstand drought).

SAFE Pesticide

If you are having trouble with slugs, earwigs, Japanese beetles, caterpillars, and numerous other little hungry beasties, you may want to try setting out a plate or bowl of beer.  They can’t seem to pass up a free drink.  (Dark beer like porter or stout works best.)

CRIME PREVENTION

We can all help each other protect our property through vigilance and practical steps take to prevent burglary in our neighborhood.  As long as we are a “work in progress”, Runnymeade continues to be a prime target for theft.  Here are just a few tips we can take to “take a bite out of crime”.  (Other sources are available from the Internet or Gaston County Police Crime Prevention Unit at 866-3325).

· Notice irregularities around your neighbors’ home and don’t be afraid to notify police of suspicious activity. 

· Consider changing your deadbolt lock strike plate with a larger one with three-inch screws (available at Home Depot or Lowe’s).

· Keep shrubbery and trees from blocking windows where thieves can hide.

· Give your home a “lived in” look by arranging for mail/package pickup, lawn mowing, and newspaper delivery while you are away on vacation.  Timing devices for lights, slightly open curtains, and notifying neighbors are also good ideas.

· Keep doors and especially garages closed even when you are at home.

· Have a wide-angle (peep hole) viewer installed on the front door if necessary.

· Use at least a 60 watt or higher bulb on outside light fixtures (thieves hate light!)

· Do not leave spare keys under the mat or in fake rocks, etc.  Thieves know all the tricks.

· Have a description and photos of your valuables and consider engraving your license number on them.

If you come home and find that you have been a victim, go to a neighbor’s house and call the police.  But, remember not to disturb anything until police arrive on the scene.

Activities

The Board Members are looking for ways to get the children involved in the community.  We are going to sponsor a field day this summer and would like to have your response on this.  Attached is a sign up sheet that you need to fill out and return to Gina Davis at 113 S. Tanninger or give her a call regarding the registration form.  (704) 827-0760.  

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

April

James and Anitra Chapman

117 South Woodcliff Lane

Jerry and Monica Crutchfield

101 Sella Ridge Drive

Carmen and Tonya Farbo

140 Sella Ridge Drive

May

Joseph and Tammy Hill

109 Sella Ridge Drive

Kevin and Brenda Behm

116 Sella Ridge Drive

Timothy and Angela Hamilton

124 Lantana Drive

June

Scott Zerfoss and Susan McMinn

105 Sella Ridge Drive

Tim and Tammy Matthew

100 Brookstone Drive

Gary and Leslie Hinton

101 Brookstone Drive

Charles and Becky Armstong

140 West Walnut Avenue

If you are interested in giving advice, yard sale information, local activities and you want them in the Newsletter, please feel free to give me a call at (704) 827-0760.

NEIGHBORHOOD FIELD DAY

FOR KIDS!!! 

If you have kids that may be interested in participating in a Field Day of events, please fill out the attached sheet and return it to Gina Davis at 113 S. Tanninger Road.  Just deliver them to the bottom part of the mailbox.  (Field Day Date (to be determined later).  Also, if you would like to help volunteer for some the events or help prepare the Refreshments, contact Gina Davis.  This is a good way to get your children to know the other children and get to know your neighbors.  Depending on the response will determine whether this is a go or not.  

The following are events we have planned:

The Sack Race

Three Legged Race

The Wheelbarrow Race

Water Balloon Toss

100 Yard Dash

The Bat Race

Refreshments will be provided.

WANTED:

Looking for a “stay at home mom” to watch an 8 week old Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please call Lisa or Chris Crummie at (704) 820-9445.

Debra Parker is looking to be a stay at home Mom, but is looking for more children to take care of on a weekly basis.  If you fit this category and would like to have more information from Debra, please contact her at (704) 822-9634.

FOR SALE:

Two Horses: 

15 year old Racking Horse, sorrel in color, one blue eye.  High Spirited.  $900.00 (saddle and equipment included)

8 year old Thoroughbred; previous race horse (bay color) chocolate and black with white blaze.  (Mild Spirited) $1200.00 (saddle and equipment included)

Call Gina Davis (704) 827-0760 for an appointment to check them out.








