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On Tuesday, February 15, 2000, three people were elected to the Board . . .

“Who Wants to Be A “Board Member”

New Members

Richard Bain

129 West Walnut Avenue

(704) 827-6751

Jenny Harris

176 West Walnut Avenue

(704) 820-9144

Gina Davis

113 South Tanninger Road

(704) 827-0760

Current Members

Alice Sweezy

101 Silverleaf Court

(704) 822-0578

Mike Moore

165 West Walnut

(704) 820-9189

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \

The board members met on Tuesday, March 7th to discuss old issues and new issues.

OLD ISSUES STILL PENDING

1. Lights for the Third Phase.  Right now we are pursuing other options to buy decorative lights for the latest phase.  It has come to our attention that Duke Power is requesting a lot of money for the decorative lights.  We are looking for other lighting companies to see if we can get a better deal.  One of the companies we are checking into is Carolina Power & Light.  If you have other suggestions, please feel free to give them to one of the board members.  We have the option to have the city put in regular street lights for no fee.  But if we want decorative lights, we are going to need 100% participation in order to get a lower fee.  This is a cooperative effort on everyone’s part in order to make our development have a different look.  This is not an option, if we decide to go with decorative lights, we will need to get the same fee from every home in that phase.  At the next Homeowners meeting, we will are going to propose that the funds from the Homeowners Association will offset the cost of the lights per house over and above the $18.00 for the phase effected.  This is the amount the first two phases paid.  So please try to make it to the quarterly meetings to place your vote and get to know your neighbors.  
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2. SPEEDING.  PLEASE  S  L  O  W DOWN!  Everyone is always in a hurry to get home, go to the store, go to PTA meetings, (go to work?)  Please be aware that we do have children in the neigborhood and the speed limit is 15 mph.  We will be checking into speed bumps, signs etc. if more people don’t pay attention and slow down.  This will also be out of pocket expense.  We have been quoted approximately ($1500.00) for one speed bump.  Please take this seriously.  Even policeman have been seen speeding.  If you are one of these, please take notice.

NEW ISSUES

1. Satellites.  Isn’t it wonderful to have 5 HBO’s, 3 Cinamax’s, 15 movie channels and no local TV?  Well, we are reviewing the restrictions regarding the Satellites and where you need to place them in your yards.  The restrictions and covenants in place now were for the Big satellite dishes from years back.  We are receiving any complaints sent to us for review.  We will inform you of what they are when it gets decided, until then, if you are going to install a mini satellite or Direct TV, please contact one of the board members.

2. Parking.  Everyone needs to be parking in their driveways.  There has been a concern about residents parking on West Walnut and Lantana.  The two main streets that are dangerous to park on.  When you drive down West Walnut and top over the hill, drivers cannot see cars approaching because of the cars parked on the right side of the street.  Also, we have had some complaints about residents parking on both sides of the street next to each other and it makes it hard for cars to pass through.  Again, this is for West Walnut and Lantana.  Please use your driveways and do not park on the main streets to avoid accidents.  

3. Basketball Goals.  Everyone knows that children are going to play and play hard.  Keep in mind that when you roll your basketball goal out toward the road, keep the stand in the driveway.  Portable Basketball Goals “PBG’s” are permitted but need to be removed from the street at night.  If PBG’s are kept in the street and someone hits it with their car and their car is damaged, then you or the management group could be sued for damages.  Once your child is finished playing, put the PBG’s away.  
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Kids are also advised to ride your bikes on sidewalks and roads, no yards, please.  We know you can’t keep an eye on your kids at all times, but do discuss this with them, it is becoming a problem with residents trying to grow grass and kids ride bikes through their yards.
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Scoop the Poop.  Please be considerate of your neighbors and walk your dogs in common areas.  Otherwise, scoop your dog’s poop.

5. Playground.  The community is discussing the possibility of adding a playground to our neighborhood.  This will be a community weekend activity.  If this gets approved, we will need volunteers to help get it built and get supporters to donate swings, slides, etc.

6. Homeowner’s Dues.  Dues are not an option!!!!!  They are due quarterly and need to be paid on time.  If you are delinquent, it will result in a lien against your house.  Please contact any board member if you are not sure if you are in good standing.

7. Yard of the Month.  Get geared up, to fancy up your yard.  Judging will begin in March.  Whoever has the best looking yard in March will receive the Yard of the Month Sign for the whole month of April.  This will continue through the month of June.  Winners will also receive a $25 gift card from Home Depot.  So get your lawn mowers, spreaders, flowers and tools ready for some competition.

************************************
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MILLENIUM BABIES

Congratulations to Carla and  Dr. John Linster at 129 South Tanninger.  Proud parents of a baby boy.

Name:    Ian Bennet Linster

Born:      January 1, 2000 at 12:45 a.m.

Weight:  8 lbs. 12 oz.

Length:  21 ½ inches

Congratulations to Tara and Robbie Robinson at 180 West Walnut.  Proud parents of a baby boy.
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Name:   Robert Andrew Robinson, Jr.

Born:   January 20, 2000

Weight:  6 lbs. 15 oz.

Length:   21 inches

Congratulations to Heather and Eric Stevens at 105 Lantana.  Proud parents of a baby boy.

Name:   Skyler Brock Stevens

Born:     February 11, 2000

Time:   3:41 p.m.

Weight:  5 lbs. 14 oz.

Length:  19 ½ inches

Congratulations to Kim and Dave Whalen at 109 Silverleaf Court.  Proud parents of a baby boy.

Name:   Drake Taylor Whalen

Born:   December 22, 1999

Time:   3:45 a.m.

Weight:   9 lbs. 1 oz.

Length:   21 inches

Congratulations to Patrick and Amy Cook at 112 Sella Ridge Drive.  Proud parents of a baby boy.

Name:   Austin Alexander Cook

Born:   January 20, 2000

Time:  5:33 p.m.

Weight:  9 lbs. 1 oz.

Length:  21 ½ inches

TAXES

Need your taxes filled out?  Robert Aldrich at 148 Lantana Drive can fix you right up.  Give him a call at (704) 820-9781.

/  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  /  

F. Y. I.  

Keep in mind that when you receive a letter from Hawthorne Management signed by Mr. Hicks, he is responding for the board.  If you have suggestions or a problem with the development that is not under warranty and have issues that need to be discussed, please contact one of the board members for this.  Mr. Hicks is not the contact person.  He is responding on behalf of the board of directors.  

A copy of the 1999 Budget will be distributed with the next newsletter.

PARTY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Nothing Big, but I will be hosting a Creative Memories Party at my house, 113 South Tanninger on Saturday, March 18 from 2:00 p.m til ?  For those of you who don’t know what this is . . . It is a class where you bring old/new photos and the Coordinator shows you how to redesign your photo albums.  It is really creative and time consuming once you get into it, but very worth your while.  If you are interested, there is a $10 preshow fee due by March 15th, which covers your materials for the class and a pair of scissors you get to take home with you.  If you are interested in learning more about this class, give me a call.  (Gina Davis)

GREENHOUSE TIPS by James Sisk:  
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TREES . . .

When determining whether to plant trees in your yard, here are some facts you may want to consider:

· The average tree increases property value as it grows.  A $25 investment in a shade tree today can increase your property value by $100-$150 in just five years.  Generally, evergreens grow slower than most deciduous varieties (those that lose their leaves in the fall), but are considered to be more valuable when they mature.
· Deciduous shade trees can help lower your utility bills if they are planted on the south side of your property.  They cut air conditioning costs with their shade in the summer, but allow sunlight to warm the house during winter months.
· Trees are considered real property because they are intended to stay a part of the land when owners change.  This means that if you move, any fructus naturales, or permanent plants, must remain with the real estate.
· People who own adjoining land have the right to cut off trespassing tree branches in their airspace and trespassing roots at the boundary line of their property.  However, parts of trees that extend into another person’s property belong to the original owner.  The neighboring property owner may trim a branch that crosses into their property, but only the original owner has the right to use the trimmed limbs and the produce (i.e. fruit, timber).  Be careful not to plant trees or other vegetation too close to property boundaries.  Position trees far enough away from property lines to take into account the full maturity size of the tree (try to think at least 15 years into the future!).
WATERING TIPS:  Since we have had some pretty hot and dry summers, watering our lawns can be time consuming and costly.  But, you can save some of your energy and money by following these tips from the experts:

1. Water in the very early morning.  (Before 9:00 a.m.)  You may not want to water in the evening when the sun is still drying up the soil and watering at night may invite mildew and other lawn problems.  Watering during the middle of the day is also not preferred because the sun evaporates the moisture and, if it’s hot enough, may cause scorching.
2. Water long and deep.  A commonly made mistake is to water every day for a few minutes.  This does not produce deep roots (which help plants tolerate drought) and may harm grasses.  Instead, water evenly over a period of 30 minutes to an hour in one place once or twice a week during periods of no or little rain.
3. Soak shrubs and trees.  To develop deep root systems, place the end of your hose at the base of the trees or shrubs and let the water trickle for 30 to 45 minutes.  Using a “mulch basin” or small rim of dirt around the plant will help retain the water and send it to the roots.  Once a month is a good rule of thumb for deep watering of young trees trying to establish.
WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

Jorge & Kirsten Vidal

125 Lantana Drive

Bryant & Marcella Robbins

129 Lantana Drive

Debra Ellis

112 Lantana Drive

Charles & Roxanne Dearman

105 N. Willow Court
Todd Brown

112 S. Woodcliff Lane
Cheryl Yeager

108 S. Woodcliff Lane

Sidney & Lisa Floyd

112 Clairwood Road

Julie Sailors

125 Clairwood Drive

Dan & Holly Dodd

129 Clairwood Drive

Jason Phillips

133 Clairwood Drive

Clint & Deborah Parker

133 W. Walnut Avenue

James & Bett Lockridge

125 Sella Ridge Drive

Eric & Aimee Howard

128 Sella Ridge Drive

Travis & Brandi Collier

132 Sella Ridge Drive

Thomas Tadych

104 Sella Ridge Drive

Dave Hellman & Nancy Waltman

120 Clairwood Drive

Barry Skidmore

111 Sella Ridge Drive

Todd & Jackie Beavers

136 Sella Ridge Drive

Sharon Clark

108 Sella Ridge

Patrick & Amy Cook

112 Sella Ridge

John Henkle

120 Sella Ridge Drive

Travis Collier & Brandi Mudge

132 Sella Ridge Drive
If you are interested in giving advice, yard sale information, local activities and you want them in the Newsletter, please feel free to give me a call at (704) 827-0760.
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