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HOMEOWNERS MET

Monday, March 19th

Hip Hip Horray!!!!


We had representatives from 36 homes attend this meeting, the election of three new Board members took place and they are as follows:

Joe Overcash

104 South Tanninger Road

704-822-0246

joehol@aol.com

Jodi Murphy

161 West Walnut Avenue

704-822-3511

Molly Kasick

117 Clairwood Road

704-822-0267

Alice Sweazy and Mike Moore rolled off this year.  A Big Thank You to them for a job well done over the past two years.  

The new Board Members met on Wednesday, March 28th to elect new officers.  Who are as follows:

Joe Overcash

President

Jodi Murphy

Vice President

Gina Hartsell-Davis

Secretary/Journalist

OLD ISSUES:

1. Duke Power Easement Areas to be mowed further back.  3-D Landscaping has agreed to mow this area 20 feet further back for $40.00/month if the homeowners agree to clean it up first.

2. Lights in the Neighborhood.  Sound familiar?  Duke Power began the installation of the “free” wooden pole city lights into the remaining sections of Runnymeade.  For those of you who are new to the neighborhood this has been a long and hard struggle to get to where we are now.  Everyone wants decorative lights but they have gotten to expensive for us to afford and the HOA are not allowed to pay for them with the fees.  Duke Power is asking over $600 a pole for the lights where the first phase only paid $25.00 per household to get them.  It is a case of being at the right place at the right time.  Please keep in mind that this is a community effort and not an election from just the Board Members.  If you have any questions or concerns that you would like explained in detail and could not make it to the meetings please contact our President, Joe Overcash.

3. Speed Bumps.  It was brought to our attention that there are some speeders driving down Clairwood Drive.  We have been quoted that speed bumps will cost $1500.00 each for the development.  This is something that might be taken into consideration if it doesn’t stop.

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ 

New Issues

1. Matt Hawkins from 145 Brookstone Drive, has created a website for Runnymeade.  You can access this website by going to www.runnymeadehoa.com.  Create an account and then it will allow you to give responses to certain forums.  We believe this will help everyone vent their frustrations together and get others feelings on the same subject.  As well, we are going to try to put Yard of the Month on the Website for a Community Vote.  The Board will narrow this down to three yards and the community will take a vote. If you have suggests on columns to add to the website, please give Gina Davis a call at home.

2. Lower/Raising Home-owners Dues.  There has to be 2/3 of the community voting in order to lower or raise homeowners dues.  Keep this in mind on our next scheduled meeting.  Everyone needs to participate and be at the meetings in order for this to happen.  I have done a study over the past month regarding dues.  If you happen to drive into another development near by that has a house for sale, pick up one of their for sale brochures and check out what the dues are, for that community.  You may be surprised at what you find.  The two I checked out pay a lot more than we do yearly.  Let’s quit complaining about what the dues are, since it was a stipulation in order to buy in this community and let’s think about what that money could be used for.

3. Anyone interested in attending a city counsel meeting, they take place every second Monday of every month.  You can call city hall to find the exact location and time.  This information may also be on the website.

4. It was mentioned at the last meeting that there has been a siting of an adult urinating in the neighborhood.  Please, for the love of “Pete” please keep this neighborhood sanitary.  Going forward if anyone is caught you may be charged with indecent exposure.  

(Am I the only one who has ever wondered who “Pete” is in the above saying?)
Covenants & restrictions

Homeowner’s Dues: Did you know that if you do not pay your homeowners dues, you cannot vote and a lien will be put against your home after a certain amount has accrued?  If you are having a problem paying your dues, please call and let Hawthorne Management know and they will work with you.  Otherwise, you may regret it later.  

**************************

Members of the Homeowners Association: 

Joe Overcash - President

104 South Tanninger Road

704-822-0246

joehol@aol.com

Jodi Murphy

161 West Walnut Avenue

704-822-3511

Gina Hartsell-Davis - Secretary

113 S. Tanninger Road

(704) 827-0760

glhdavis@hotmail.com

Richard Bain

129 West Walnut Avenue

(704) 827-6751

Jenny Kelleher

176 West Walnut Avenue

(704) 820-9144

Molly Kasick

117 Clairwood Road

704-822-0267

**************************

ON A LIGHTER NOTE!

Is everyone ready for Yard of the Month?
Yard of the Month will begin starting in April through July.  May 1st, whomever has the best yard for the month of April, will receive the Yard Sign for the entire month of May, etc.  Those receiving Yard of the Month will then have a vote for the following month.  Good Luck to all homeowners interested in winning the yard sign.  We haven’t decided what the prize will be yet.  [To be posted at a later date.]

**************************

GREENHOUSE TIPS

by James Sisk

If you are having a little trouble getting your lawn started or would just like some expert help with landscaping; you may want to visit the Gaston County Agriculture Extension Service.  Their advice and brochures are free and cover everything from grass growing tips to how to build a bluebird nesting box.  One of the best features is soil testing that will tell you what kind and how much fertilizer to use on your lawn.  The testing kit and other useful information is available simply by calling 704-922-0301 or visiting the office on NC279 next to Gaston College.
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SUMMER IS FOR VEGGIES

What better way to enjoy summertime than by growing your own vegetables in your own backyard?  A small garden is easy to start and will give you months of nutritious food for friends and family.  Here are a few tips from the Farmer’s Almanac that you may want to use for your backyard garden:

· most backyard soil is not good enough for veggies, so a deep till (at least 18 inches) and plenty of amendments (such as sand, compost, or loam) are needed.

· gardens need lots of sun, so a south-side location is ideal.

· try and locate the garden close to your house to deter rabbits, deer, and other pests.

· watering is critical during the dry summer months; soak the soil deeply at least once per week and keep the soil moist but not too wet all the time.

· don’t crowd the vegetables; plant them according to their mature size.

· fertilize sparingly according to directions; too much fertilizer may make the plants grow large, but not produce vegetables.

· place marigold flowers all around the garden to keep bugs away and add a splash of color.
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Creative Memories Class!

Do you have those old photo albums that have the magnetic pages? Are those pages turning a yellowish color? Do you have the pocket sleeve photo albums or maybe some of you still have the scrapbook photo albums from years gone by?  If so, this class is for you.  I will be teaching you how bad those albums are for your pictures.  Get your photographs out and let’s do something creative with them.  I will be holding a class at my house, 113 South Tanninger Road, Thursday, April 26th from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Everyone that receives this newsletter is invited.  If you are interested in knowing more about the class, please feel free to call (704) 827-0760.  The cost for the class is $10.00 and you can pay at the door.  This is a real informative class that will teach you how to crop your pictures and make great scrapbooking pages for your new Albums.  

Please let me know if you plan to attend so I can prepare a seating arrangement.  Thanks.  I look forward to meeting and seeing new faces.  

This is a great time to get to know others in the neighborhood.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++

School/Community/Neighbor-hood Accomplishments!!!

Does your child deserve recognition for his hard work at school, or for accomplishments with the community.  Let us know about it and we will feature them in the next newsletter or on the website.

NEIGHBORHOOD -AWARENESS!!!!!

Eric and Heather Stevens of 105 Lantana Drive had someone break into Eric’s work truck and got away with approximately $28,000 worth of his work equipment.  The police specified that it looked as if it were someone who knew what they were taking.  Please be aware of this and keep your eye out for strangers in the neighborhood.  



















